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Preface

In 2016 Bramley Associates were on a team buildigycisecanoang along a rivein East KentOn
this trip it became apparent that some trees had been felledt not by tree surgeonsOn close
inspection, ve soon discovered that beavers werery active in this stretch of water.

Sulsequently, we wanted to know the extent of beaver activity in this part of Kent. A proposal was
sent to the county records centre, who funded Bramley Associates to carry out a small pilotaurvey
a 2km scale.

In 2018 oureconnaissance survepmmenced. Baver signsvere foundin every 2km square of the
area being surveyed. Following this survey, two articles ypet#ished:one by The Mammal Society
in 2018 andthe other by Kent Field Clubn 2020. This resulted in Braey Associates being
commissioned to conduct a very detailed survepoEast Kenareain 2021.

¢tKS 0221 a¢KS 9dzNI &aAly 203ais@sdxdellent gurkld ta Rehvér adtilzo f A & K ¢
in many parts of thaJK and Europeseverafield signs shan in that publication arevhat isgenerally

considered to beclassical signsfelled trees and beaver dams for exampiégh beaver population

numberscan be sustaineth habitatsoften considered to be typical of this species areasfound

commonly in the west country, Wales andbcotland, where anthropogenic impachay be
comparatively lower than the Soutkast of Englandin Kentand elsewhere intense landuse

pressures and habitategradationsparticularlyoccurring orflat grassand arabldarmland, influence

field signs which are oftermore inconspicuous ipartial responseto thosefactors

Bramley Associatebave noted that the presence obeaver activityis being overlooked in some
commercialriparian survey®eingundertaken in South East Englaridisis due to theoften-cryptic
nature of thesebeaver populations, which is similarfor several known otter and water vole
populations. We have therefore produced thisaver fieldguideto demonstrate thecharacteristics

of beaver activity we havebservedn the South East. This guide shqesitivesigns of beaver activity
but also signs that could be mistaken for beaver preselé¢e have in this guide given signs as they
are found on survey works. Thaiides for many mammals show signs that are foumderfect
condition, this can beeryrare in field work. If in doubbf what is presentcheck aroundor other
signs asthis may well support original findings.

This guide will bepplicable tomany other areas in the UK thaare dominated byflat, farmland
habitatswith interwovenditch, stream and rivesystems.

Bramley Associates are happy for people to download this document, but request that this field guide
be referenced in all usage as a professilccourtesy.

Please reference as:

Bramley J, Parfitt, O., Armstrong J, BramleyT., Furlotte D., Bramley O., Bramley A. and Ralgers
D. 2022 Field Guide to Beaver SigRecordedn South East Engladd . NI} Yf S& 1 242 0Al (GSa
House RatlingCourt Farm, Ratling Road, Aylesham, Kent CT3 3HN.
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Beaver Feeding SigN8ood Vegetation (True)
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Felled branch withdoth marks(higher lines showing gap
between incisors)

Tooth scrapingnarks(lines here shoing gaps between
incisorg




Tree felled by beaver several months prior to this phot Tree felled recently by beaver

Many thanks Ben Morris for the ssat
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Chippings from tree felling




Beaver Feeding SigﬂSryptic Wood Vegetation

There are two branches underwater here towards th{ Amongst this bramble patch are beaver feeding sign
top of this image. They could easily deerlooked. Beavers will select a variety of vegetation types
according to the environment in which they live.

Beaver feeding signs shown here collected by a slui Floatingfeeding signs
gate grabber.




Beaver Feeding Sigtnﬂood Vegetation (False)
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Dried torse dung (faeceg)enerally smoother on the

outside and less coarse withihan beaver

Chainsawnarks




Beaver Feeding Sigi&jing Wood Vegetation

There is a nationadgingscale for wood feeding activity, ranging frorlQ: 1= very recent
FYR mnl 20SNIwm @SIENJ2tR® 28 F2dzy R GKFG |
and the place it was located. Environmental factors were key to how different woods aged.

The branch on the left scores 2. The branch o These two feeding samplé®th scored when
the right scores 10. But age is debatagline first seen beingvery bright white in colour.
black branclwasfound underwater and the Here is the difference after aoneyear
other branchfoundon land nearby. experiment: the thin branchbeing keptin a
drier areathan thestump.

This feedingn the branchs very fresh but the | This aged at 10shownby the developed
red colouration (virus/fungactivity) makes it fungal growth.
appear older.
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Foragedtuber

Underwater root stem pulled out and foragec
on by beaver

Abeaverfeeding statiordominated by herb

A pile ofsubmerged aquatic vegetatiquulled
out by beaverandforaged on

Trimmed brambleslonga beaver path
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